IN THE CLAIMS: 

The following is a complete listing of claims in this 
application. 

1. (currently amended) An implantable device for 
semiautomatic suturing using a surgical thread (1,), the 
suturing enabling biological and/or artificial tissues to be 
united, the device comprising blocking means (2) enabling two 
strands (3^, 3^) of the thread of a suture to be connected 
together in a blocking zone (4,), and comprising a bearing 
element having a bearing surface -f^^t for bearing against the 
tissues to be sutured together, said h^;.rina surf^r^ 
comprising a contact 7onP (4 , ) in whirh i-h. K^.^.-^ g ^nrf... 
in con tact with tissue, the d u ^lue bclny ohaiuoL^ii. c d iu UiaL 
it fuiUiui ^lompiist^s and controlled tensioning means (43) for 
applying controlled tensioning to said thread, and suitable 
for exerting a tension having a first predetermined tension 
v^lue independent of tension exerh^H n n th^ threads before. 
blocking thereof after the two strands of said thread have 
been blocked together using said blocking means (2), with the 
junction between said bearing element (4i) and said blocking 
zone (42) of the device being provided by said controlled 
tensioning means (43) 

2. (currently amended) A device according to claim 1, 
chardiuLeiizcd in LhaL wherein the blocking of said strands of 



thread using said blocking means is sui table constructf::>d ^.nH 
arranged for automatically triggering said tensioning of the 



threads to a said predetermined tension value , pi u feiably 
lyiiitj ill the idug i ^ 0.1 N Lu 10 H . 



3. (currently amended) A suture device according to claim 
1' chaiauLeiizu-d in LhaL wherein said controlled tensioning 
means (43) is constructed and arranged tn enable the distance 
between said blocking zone (42) and said contact zone (4i) in 



I 



contact with the tissue to be adjusted after h^nr^c^na of i-h» 
strands of thread hy the blocking ,r,o=,ne, between: 

• an initial distance (L) in which said two tsnda ul the 
strands (3i, 82) of thread can be blocked together with the 
thi u aJ Lclac) uL a L c in^ioa LhuL lo piel^iubl^ luw ; and 

• a final distance (L- = L ± b) suitable for exerting a 
said controlled tension having s said first predetermined 
tension value after the bloclcing 

4. (currently amended) A suture device according to claim 
^' gt^^^--'^^Leiiz cd ill LhdL wherein said tensioning means (43) 
■compT±^ comprises resilient junction means between said 
contact zone (4i) and said blocking zone (43) so as to enable 
the distance between said contact zone (4i) and said blocking 
zone (42) to be adjusted between: 

• a controlled initial distance (L) in which the spacing 
between said contact zone (4i) and said blocking zone (42) is 
controlled by a first link element (5i) and/or a first spacer 
element (62), and said initial distance (L) corresponding to a 
distance in which said blocking zone (43) and said contact 
zone (4i) are in a close-together position by applying 
compression compared with a spaced-apart , rest position (L + 

a) ; and 

• said final adju^Led distance (L' = L ± b) corresponds to 
a position of force equilibrium in which the distance between 
said contact zone (4i) and said blocking zone (42) is no 
longer controlled by a said first link element (5i) and/or a 
said first spacer element (62) . 

5. (currently amended) A device according to claim 4, 
chai-ae,Lej.izcd in LhaL wherein said initial distance (L) 
between said blocking zone (42) and said contact zone (4i) can 
be obtained using a first link element (5i) suitable for 
initially connecting said blocking zone (42) and said contact 
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zone (4i) of the device, and said final distance (L- = L ± b) 
of said first blocking zone (42) relative to said first 
contact zone {4i) can be implemented by releasing said first 
link element (Sj) . 

6. (currently amended) A device according to claim 5, 
charaii^LeiiziLd la LIiaL wherein said first link element (5i) is 
suitable for co-operating with said blocking means (2) in such 
a manner that said first. link element (5i) is released once 
said strands of thread (3i, 33) have been blocked together 
using said blocking means (2) . 

7. (currently amended) A suture device (l^) according to 
claim 4, charauLyrizud in LhdL wherein said device (l^) -3-5 
^uiLc^Llc foi cu-opeidLluy co-oDeratfi.-^ with a placing 
instrument (I2) to which it is secured, pr^Ll^iaLly via a Lup 
poiLluii c uiic o puiiding Lu ^did Lluukiiiy zuiie (4^ t in such a 
manner that: 

• prior to said bearing surface (4i) coming into contact 
with said tissue, said resilient junction means (43) are at 
rest, and said bearing surface (4i) and said ft blocking zone 
(42) are in a spaced-apart position; 

• when said contact zone (4i) is pressed against said 
tissue for suturing, said resilient junction means (43) mre 
ptrt-tirto is placed in compression and the distance between 
said contact zone (4i) and said blocking zone (42) decreases 
to a- said initial distance (L) controlled by a said first 
mirriTrram spacer element (62), which ^l^mcnl Ij. pn^It^iaLly 
jccuied Lo odld ii ioLiumeiiL (l^ t, said bearing surface (4i) 
coming into abutment against said first spacer element (62) of 
said instrument; and 

• said final distance (L') is obtained by co-operation 
between said placing instrument (I2) and said device {1i)t 
preleidLl y btiparallny said placiny iuoLiumeuL (l^ f-from 
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said suture devict; — t^^-^. 

8. (currently amended) A device according to claim 2, 
chai - acLeiizcd in LhaL it i^ ddapLed constructed and arr;^nq ^H 
for the thread to be disengaged so as to be capable of being 
cut between said blocking zone (42) and s&Txi suture orifices 
(6i, 62) in said tissue, between said blocking zone (42) and 
said contact zone (4i) . 

9. (currently amended) A device according to claim 1, 
chaid^^Ltiriied in LhaL it iiicludbjb further including guide 
means (7) enabling the two strands (3i, 82) of thread to be 
held laterally spaced apart from each other at the suture 
orifices (61, 62) in said tissue. 

10. (currently amended) A device according to claim 9, 
chaL-dL.Lti-iAud ill LhdL wherein said guide means (li, I2) 
compil&e gomprises at least one notch (T^) made in said 
bearing surface defining said contact zone (4i) . 

11. (currently amended) A device according to claim 10, 
characLeriztd lii LhaL wherein said guide means compiij,e 
comprises, on an under-face of a said notch Hi), a piece of 
fabric (72) of biocompatible material suitable for being 
pierced by said two strands of thread in order to keep them 
spaced apart. 

12. (currently amended) A device according to claim 4, 
character iztid in that irt which is U-shaped, comprising: 

• a bottom first branch (4^) defining a said bearing 
surface for bearing against said tissue, and including said 
contact zone (4^) ; 

• a top second branch (42) including said blocking zone 
and secured with or co-operating with said blocking means (2) ; 
and 

• a junction element (43) between said first and second 
branches (4^, 42), the junction element being made of a 
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semirigid material presenting a said elasticity; — preferably 
being a curved junction element — t^^i — providing a hairpin 
junction between said first and second branches . 

13. (currently amended) A device according to claim 4, 
characterized in that it is constituted by which comprises : 

a first plate (4^) defining a said bearing surface for 
bearing on said tissue, and including said contact zone; 

• a second plate (42) including said blocking zone; -arrd 
said first and second plates (4^, 42) being connected 

together by a junction element (43) comprising a resilient 
spring wire or spring blade. 

14. (currently amended) A device according to claim 13, 
characterized in that wherein : 

• said spring wire (43) defines a f rustoconical envelope; 

• said first plate (4^) is placed at the end of said 
spring beside the large base of said truncated cone formed by 
said spring; 

• said second plate (42) is placed at the end of said 
spring that is beside the small base of said truncated cone 
formed by said spring; and 

• preferably, said spring (43) is suitable for being 
received in its own empty central space when it is compressed 
by moving said first and second plates towards each other. 

15. (currently amended) A device according to claim 1, 
characterized in that wherein said blocking means (2) 
comprises comprise two blocking surfaces (2^, 22) capable of 
moving between a spaced-apart position in which it is possible 
to insert said strands (3i, 32) of thread between said two 
blocking surfaces {2i, 22), and suitable for blocking said 
strands (3i, 32) of thread together by friction between the 
threads and said two blocking surfaces (2^, 22) once the 
surfaces are in a close-together, blocking position, the 
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displacement of said two surfaces between said spaced-apart 
position and said close-together position automatically 
triggering said tensioning of the threads after blocking. 

16. (currently amended) A device according to claim 15, 
charactei ' ized in that wherein said blocking of the strands of 
thread using said blocking means is suitable for being 
triggered automatically. 

17. (currently amended) A device according to claim 16, 
characterized in that wherein the automatic triggering of the 
blocking of said strands of thread using said blocking means 
take place when the device is pressed into contact with the 
tissues to be sutured together with a bearing force that is 
greater than a second predetermined value ^ preferably lying in 
the range 0.2 N to 20 — and more preferably greater than 

18. (currently amended) A device according to claim ±4- 
15 , characterized in that wherein said blocking means 
comprises comprise two jaws (2) resiliently connected together 
and forming respective ones of said blocking surfaces (2^, 22) 
which are held apart by a second spacer element (23) , said 
second spacer element (23) being suitable for being released 
by being disengaged or broken so as to enable said blocking 
surfaces (2]_, 22) to move towards each other and block said 
strands (3^, 82) of thread together. 

19. (currently amended) A device according to claim 18, 
characterized in that wherein said second spacer element (23) 
is suitable for being released automaticallyT — preferably by 
pressing said placing instrument — — against said second 
spacer element — f^^i — while said bearing surface — — of the 
device is exerting pressure on the tissues that is greater 
than a second determined value, — preferably lying in the range 
0.2 N to 20 N, — and more preferably not less than 10 N . 
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20. (currently amended) A device according to claim ^ 
18 , characterized in that wherein said second spacer element 
(23) is suitable for being released by automatically 
triggering release of said first link element (S^) between 
said blocking zone (42) and said contact zone (4^) of the 
device so that said zones adopt a said final distance (L' = L 
± b) that is adjusted to allow a said first controlled tension 
value to be exerted on said strands of thread. 

21. (currently amended) A device according to claim 1, 
characterized in that wherein said bearing element (4]_), said 
blocking means (2), and said controlled tensioning means (43) 
form a single one-piece mechanical part. 

22. (new) A device according to claim 17, wherein the 
second predetermined value is in a range of 0.2 N to 20 N. 

23. (new) A device according to claim 19, wherein said 
second spacer element (23) is constructed and arranged for 
being released automatically by pressing said a placing 
instrument (I2) against said second spacer element (23) while 
said bearing surface (4^) of the device is exerting pressure 
on the tissues that is greater than a second determined value 
of not less than 10 N. 
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